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Last year CONSTRUCT had two Work 
Related Ill Health (WRIH) statistics returns 
where the operatives had been diagnosed 
with Vibration White Finger.  No WRIH 
issues have been reported this year, which is 
likely due to new data protection restrictions 
(GDPR) making it difficult to share this 
information.  A further three reporting years 
will be required in order to collate enough 
data and identify the impacts of WRIH 
across the membership. Please assist by 
supplying your statistics in this area and start 
recording if not part of your current practices.

There were no fatalities to report across 
the group over the reporting period and a 
big reduction in the reporting of specified 
injuries, down from 37 in 2017 to 28 in 2018.  
There was an unfortunate incident involving 
a female member of the public which one 
of our members was duty bound to report.  
However, such a reduction is something to 
applaud, and to continue improving.

Conversely, there has been an increase in 
over seven-day reportable injuries.  In 2017, 

CONSTRUCT members reported 25 and in 
2018 this has increased by 13 giving a total 
reported over seven-day injuries of 38. There 
was an increase in operative numbers from 
16,732 up to 18,900 this reporting period 
which will have had an impact.  Nonetheless, 
it is an unwelcome increase, but I am 
positive we will learn and act to reduce the 
likelihood  of repeats. We also had someone 
bitten by a dog(!), but fortunately it was a 
minor injury.  

CONSTRUCT signed up to the Building 
Mental Health Charter as a Trade 
Association member which is within the 
reporting year; some of you have signed up 
as individual members and we are well on 
the way to demonstrating the commitment 
to the Charter, with Toureen Contractors, 
JRL Group, CJ O’Shea and Realtime 
Civil Engineering taking up Mental Health 
First Aid and Awareness training through 
CONSTRUCT and A J Morrisroe in the 
pipeline. 

Thank you for your continued support.

STATEMENT FROM HEALTH AND SAFETY 
MANAGER, DAVE ARMSWORTH

This is the second year which returns have included the root 
cause of  accidents and incidents across CONSTRUCT’s 
membership. Behavioural safety was the main headline 
root cause across the reportable categories, but members 
continue to be upfront where management systems require 
improvement.  The big reduction in Specified Injuries is 
very positive and a zero at the top of  the accident triangle is 
where we all want to remain.
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HEALTH & SAFETY CHARTER

Aims & Objectives:

• Eliminate accidents and injuries on construction sites
• Advance high professional standards and excellence in the construction of in-

situ RC frames and other structures
• Raise the profi le of safety and health in the construction industry

Health & Safety Commitments:

• Lead improvements in Health, Safety and Welfare in construction
• Proactively work to eliminate and reduce risks associated with construction 

activities
• Provide a forum for the discussion of construction related health, safety, and 

welfare and associated environmental issues
• Report annually on Health & Safety performance
• Lead in behavioural change on all our sites to eliminate accidents and work-

related ill health
• Achieve a fully qualifi ed and competent workforce
• Improve the quality and competency of frontline supervision
• Promote the benefi ts of workplace health and safety
• Exchange best practice and lessons learnt
• Take collective action to drive industry improvements and the management of 

construction risks
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FATAL INJURIES

1.	 Figures are based on replies from CONSTRUCT Member Companies
2.	 Calculations of figures use the HSE calculation (numbers of fatal reported 

accidents ÷ number of operatives x 100,000 workers)

	 CONSTRUCT

2012	   1 ÷ 9,075 X 100,000 = 11.02

2013	   0 ÷ 13,669 X 100,000 = 0

2014	   0 ÷ 13,356 X 100,000 = 0

2015	   0 ÷ 15,035 X 100,000 = 0

2016	   0 ÷ 17,821 X 100,000 = 0

2017	   1 ÷ 16,732 X 100,000 = 5.98

2018	   0 ÷ 18,900 X 100,000 = 0

2018

0

1.64

2012

11.02

1.9

2013

0

1.98

2014

0

1.62 1.62

2015

0

2016

0

1.94

2017

5.98

1.37

HSE
CONSTRUCT
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SPECIFIED INJURIES
1)  Figures are based on replies from CONSTRUCT Member Companies

2) Calculations of fi gures use the HSE calculation (numbers of specifi ed injuries 
reported ÷ number of operatives x 100,000 workers)

The Accident Incident Rate (AIR) for CONSTRUCT Members in 2017 was 221 and 
in 2018 this was 148, which is a signifi cant improvement.

CONSTRUCT

2012   18 ÷ 9,075 X 100,000 = 198

2013   18 ÷ 13,669 X 100,000 = 131

2014   26 ÷ 13,356 X 100,000 = 194

2015   19 ÷ 15,035 X 100,000 = 126

2016   27 ÷ 17,821 X 100,000 = 151

2017   37 ÷ 16,732 X 100,000 = 221

2018   28 ÷ 18,900 X 100,000 = 148

2018

28

2012

18

2013

18

2014

26

2015

19

2016

27

2017

37
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SPECIFIED INJURIES

Gender
2018
2017

Traffic Marshal

Supervisor

Steelfixer

Slinger/Signaller

General Operative

Formworker

Concrete Operative

Carpenter

Office Worker

Striker

Ground Worker

Plant Operator

Not Disclosed

Member of Public

Nine fewer employees sustained a Specified Injury for this period.  There is a breakdown 
by gender and trade above.  

Trade

Male

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40

Female

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24 26 28 30 32 34 36 38 40

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10



Age

SPECIFIED INJURIES

Struck by something collapsing

Hit something fi xed or stationary

Slips, trips or fall on same level

Injured while handling, lifting or 
carrying

Hit by moving or fl ying objects

Hit by moving vehicles

Fall from height

Fall from Ladder

Injured while striking formwork

Physically assaulted by a person

Contact with moving machine parts

Working with hand tools

trapped by something collapsing

Miscellaneous

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

2018
2017

Category of Incident (* An accident that involved multiple categories)

Age 56+

Age 41 - 55

Age 26 - 40

Age 18 - 25

Age < 18

Age not recorded

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16 18 20 22 24
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SPECIFIED INJURIES
Body Part InjuredBODY PART INJURED 2017 2018

Ankle 1 4

Arm / Elbow 4 1

Back 5 (1)

Chest / Ribs 1 (1)

Eye (1) 1

Finger / Thumb 2 4

Foot / Toes 4 6

Hand / Fingers 6 (1)

Head 4 0

Mouth 0 1

Leg 1 7

Multiple 1 0

Stomach/Abdomen 0 1

Wrist 7 2

Nose 1 0

TOTAL 38 30

TYPE OF INJURY 2017 2018

Amputation 0 3

Bruising 3 1

Cut 1 0

Swelling 1 0

Graze 0 1

Crush 1 (1)* 1

Damaged Ligaments 0 0

Damaged Muscles 0 0

Dislocation 0 0

Fracture / Broken Bone 27(1)* 22

Laceration 1 0

Sprain 2 0

Pain (1)* 0

Unknown 0 0

Unconsciousness (1)* 0

TOTAL 40 28

Type of Injury

* An Accident involving multiple categories

Untitled-1   1 01/10/2019   14:29

Hand / Fingers
3% Foot / Toes

20%

Eye
3%

Back 3%

Arm / Elbow
3%

Ankle 13%
Wrist 7%

Stomach / 
Abdomen 3%

Leg
23%

Mouth 
3%

Untitled-1   1 02/10/2019   11:47

Fracture / Broken 
Bone 79%

Amputation 10%

Brusing 4%

Graze 4%

Crush 
4%

Chest /  
Ribs
3%

Finger / 
Thumb
13%
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ROOT CAUSE – SPECIFIED INJURIES 
The main cause of accidents are attributable to behavioural issues and 
management system conformance.   

* more than one cause identifi ed. 

ROOT CAUSE 2017 2018

Equipment Failure due to lack of equipment care. 1(1)* 2

Equipment failure due to misuse. (1)* 1

Insuffi cient training. (3)* 0

Insuffi cient working space. 1(2)* (1)*

Insuffi cient supervision. (2)* 0

Insuffi cient time. 0 0

Failure of emergency planning. 0 0

Failure of Management/ Organisation controls. (2)* 0

Design. 1 (3)*

Safety reviews. 0 (4)*

RAMS. (1)* 1 (4)*

Planning/Organising. 5(1)* 3 (5)*

Behavioural Issue. 11(6)* 10 (1)*

Substance Misuse. 0 0

Drugs. 0 0

Alcohol. 0 0

Vandalism. 0 0

Negligence. 13(4)* 3

Interference with equipment. 1 0

Wilful Neglect. 1 0

Mental Health Illness. 0 0

Inadequate protection for falling equipment. 1 0

Failure to follow RAMS. (1)* 0

Insuffi cient Housekeeping. * 0 1

Lack of concentration of member of public. 0 1

Not disclosed. 1 0

* An Accident involving multiple categories



11

OVER SEVEN-DAY INJURIES

1) 	Figures are based on replies from CONSTRUCT Member Companies
2)	 Calculations of figures use the HSE calculation (number of over seven-

day reportable accidents ÷ number of operatives x 100,000 workers)

 
The Accident Incident Rate (AIR) for CONSTRUCT Members in 2017 was 
149 and in 2018 this was 201 which shows an increase in 7-day injuries 
across the group.

2018

38

2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

18

26 25

40

30
25

	 CONSTRUCT

2012	   18 ÷  9,075 X 100,000 = 198

2013	   26 ÷ 13,669 X 100,000 = 190

2014	   25 ÷ 13,356 X 100,000 = 187

2015	   40 ÷ 15,035 X 100,000 = 266

2016	   30 ÷ 17,821 X 100,000 = 168

2017	   25 ÷ 16,732 X 100,000 = 149

2018	   38 ÷ 18,900 X 100,000 = 201
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OVER SEVEN-DAY INJURIES 

Gender 2018
2017

Male

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

Concrete Operative

HGV/Delivery Driver

Plant Operator

Foreman/Supervisor

Steel fi xer

Slinger/Signaller

Ground Worker

General Operative

Formworker

Carpenter

Welder

Slipform Operative

Joiner

Cladder

Apprentice Carpenter

Post Tension Operative

Site Engineer

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

Trade

There were zero reported injuries to female workers. 

13 more operatives sustained an Over Seven-Day Injury.  There is a signifi cant 
increase in reportable injuries for Ground Workers and Carpenters.



OVER SEVEN-DAY INJURIES 

Age

Age 56+

Age 41 - 55

Age 26 - 40

Age 18 - 25

Age < 18

Age not recorded

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

2018
2017

Category of Incident  (* An accident that involved multiple categories)

Trapped by something collapsing

Struck by something collapsing

Hit something fixed or stationary

Working with hand tools

Slips, trips or fall on same level

Miscellaneous

Injured while handling, lifting or 
carrying

Hit by moving or flying objects

Hit by moving vehicles

Fall from height

Contact with moving machinery parts

Exposed to fire

Fall from ladder

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
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CONSTRUCT ACCIDENT STATISTICS  

Body Part Injured

Type of Injury

BODY PART INJURED 2017 2018

Ankle 3 3

Arm 0 3

Back / Lower / Upper 2 6(2)*

Finger / Thumb 3 3

Foot / Toes 3 3

Hand / Wrist 4 2

Head 1(1)* 4(1)*

Leg 5 2

Nose 1 0

Shoulder / Neck 0 1(3)*

Knee 0 6

Hip / Pelvis (1)* (1)*

Chest 1 0

Stomach/Abdomen 0 1

Ribs 0 (1)*

TOTAL 25 42

TYPE OF INJURY 2017 2018

Bruising 5(1)* 3(5)*

Bump 0 (1)*

Burn 0 3

Crush 3(1)* 1(1)*

Cut 1(2)* 1

Damaged Muscles (1)* 2(2)*

Damaged Ligament 0 1

Fracture/Broken Bone 5(1)* 4(1)*

Grazing 0 1(1)*

Laceration 3 4

Pain 1 (1)*

Puncture Wound (1)* 1

Sprain 1(1)* 6

Stiffness 1 0

Twisted 1(1)* 3

Swelling 0 2

Trauma Suspension (1)* 0

TOTAL 31 44

* An incident that involved multiple categories

Ankle 7%
Hip / Pelvis 2%

Arm 7%
Knee 10 %

Head 12%

Finger / Thumb
7%

Foot / Toes 7%

Leg
5%

Shoulder /
Neck 10%

Bruising
18%

Bump
2%

Back / 
Lower / Upper
19%

Hand / Wrist 5%

Ribs 2%

Stomach/
Abdomen 2%

Burn 7%

Crush 5%

Cut 2%

Damaged 
Muscles 9%

Damaged 
Ligament 2%Fracture/

Broken Bone 
11%

Grazing 5%

Laceration 
9%

Pain
2%

Puncture 
Wound
2%

Sprain 14%

Twisted 7%

Swelling 5%
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ROOT CAUSE – OVER 7-DAY INJURIES

The aim of this data collection is to identify a common issue over time in order, that 
as a collective we can come together and implement conditions that reduce the 
number of accidents and incidents.
 
The root cause statistics show that members have looked inwardly, as non-
conformance issues quite heavily reside with the management/organisation controls.  

* Root cause reported included more than one category.

ROOT CAUSE 2017 2018

Equipment Failure due to lack of equipment care. 0 0

Equipment failure due to misuse. 1 (1)*

Insufficient training. 1(3)* 1(3)*

Insufficient working space. 2 2(3)*

Insufficient supervision. 0 2(1)*

Insufficient time. 0 0

Failure of emergency planning. 0 0

Failure of Management/ Organisation controls. 1

Design. 0 2(1)*

Safety reviews. 0 (1)*

RAMS. 1 4(4)*

Planning/Organising. 0 6(3)*

Behavioural Issue. 11(3)* 7(5)*

Substance Misuse. 0 0

Drugs. 0 0

Alcohol. 0 0

Vandalism. 0 0

Negligence. (3)* 3(2)*

Interference with equipment. 1(1)* 1(2)*

Wilful Neglect. (2)* 0

Mental Health Illness. 0 0

Correct tool for the task. 0 2

Fainting. 0 1

Reoccurrence of previous injury. 0 1

Manual Handling Issue. 0 2

Poor communication. 0 (1)*

Information not presented. 0 1

Back /  
Lower / Upper
19%



WORK RELATED ILL HEALTH (WRIH)
GENDER RELATIVE TO NUMBER (MALE) (0)
Age

Stress, depression or anxiety

Musculoskeletal Disorders

Respiratory 

Noise Induce Hearing Loss

Vibration White Finger

Whole Body Vibration 

Syndrome

Chronic Skin Disorder

Acute Skin Disorder

Sensitising Skin Disorder

0 1 2 3 4

Age 56+

Age 41 - 55

Age 26 - 40

Age 18 - 25

Age < 18

Age Not recorded

0 1 2 3 4

Manager

Steel fi xer

0 1 2 3 4

Trade

Category of WRIH
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2018
2017

There were zero female reported incidents.



WORK RELATED ILL HEALTH (WRIH)
GENDER RELATIVE TO NUMBER (MALE) (0)
Age

PUBLICATIONS

THE NATIONAL STRUCTURAL CONCRETE SPECIFICATION (4th Edition) - £45.00

GUIDE TO THE SAFE USE OF FORMWORK AND FALSEWORK - £10.00

SAFE ERECTION AND DISMANTLING OF SOFFIT SUPPORT SYSTEMS DVD - £5.00

GUIDE TO THE SAFE TRANSPORTATION OF FORMWORK AND FALSEWORK - £5.00

GUIDE TO FLAT SLAB FORMWORK AND FALSEWORK - £60.00

PLAIN FORMED CONCRETE FINISHES - £60.00

LIFTING OPERATIONS PLAN TEMPLATES DVD - £5.00

FREE TO DOWNLOAD FROM THE CONSTRUCT WEBSITE

BEST PRACTICE GUIDES
COMMON BEST PRACTICE GUIDANCE NOTES
CASE STUDIES

For further information on publications and to download an order form, please go to 
our website www.construct.org.uk. 
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CONSTRUCT CONTRACTORS

A special thank you to all CONSTRUCT’s Contractor Members who contributed 
to the CONSTRUCT Accident and Work-Related Ill Health Statistics.
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CONSTRUCT Concrete Structures Group
6-8 Bonhill Street
London
EC2A 4BX

Tel: 0844 249 1355
Email: enquiries@construct.org.uk 
Website: www.construct.org.uk
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