
 

 

Deck Joint Guidance for GRP Handover Inspection  

 

1 Visual inspection 

Remove any covers and visually inspect the GRP. Ensure that there are no cracks or serious damage to 

the structure of the grating. This will be a very rare event but if damage is found the panel should be 

replaced. 

2 Support structures 

The GRP panel will usually be supported by a rebate in the concrete or a steel angle fixed to the wall 

below. Where a steel angle has been used a check should be made on the fixings used to secure it to 

the wall. A minimum of an M10 bolt, with a minimum fixing depth of 50mm, fixed at each end and at 

@ 500mm ctrs. 

3 Bearing  

The edge of the GRP panel located on the supports, either concrete rebate or steel angle, must have 

at least one full bar running parallel along it. It is common for there to be fingers extending from one 

side and this is acceptable so long as there is a full bar located on the top of the support as well. If for 

any reason a bar is not located along the full length of the support, the panel should be replaced. 

4  Safe Working Load (SWL) 

In order to calculate the SWL, the table shown below should be used, by cross referencing the depth 

of GRP used with the width of the riser. It is good practice to have a sign on each riser showing the 

calculated SWL so that following trades can be kept informed. 

5 Fixing 

The GRP panels should be securely fixed down to prevent lifting and excessive flexing. A domed washer 

or correctly sized M-clip located in each corner and @ 1000mm ctrs along the sides, should be in place.  

 

 

 


